


Stability returns to release liners
Alexander  Watson Assoc iates '  recent  label  re lease l iner  seminar ,  s taged in  Brussels
last  Autumn,  showed a pa lpable increase in  conf idence in  the indust ry 's  fu ture as a
resul t  o f  advances in  recyc l ing and the reuse of  both paper  and f i lm s i l icon ised l iner .
The mood of  the seminar  was upbeat ,  wi th  over  70 de legates par t ic ipat ing in  th is
dedicated forum.

Fac ts  and  f i gu res
In  h i s  open ing  p resen ta t i on  on  the

state of  the industry ,  AWA's pres ident
Corey  M Reardon  obse rved  tha t
l abe l s tock  s t i l l  r ep resen ts  nea r l y  50%
of  t he  t o ta l  g l oba l  marke t  f o r  r e lease
l i ne r ,  w i t h  ca lende red  k ra f t  pape rs
( i n c l u d i n g  g l a s s i n e )  s t i l l  c o m m a n d i n g
44o /o  o f  consumpt ion  and  f i lms  a t  a
modes t  15o lo .  F i lms ,  howeve r ,  a re  ce r -
t a i n l y  t he  f as tes t -g row ing  subs t ra te ,
desp i t e  t he  p ressu res  c rea ted  by  t he
c o n t i n u i n g  h i k e  i n  o i l  p r i c e s .

Rea rdon  p rov ided  a  succ inc t
check l i s t  o f  cu r ren t  i ssues  and
oppo r tun i t i es  ac ross  t he  re lease  l i ne r
va lue  cha in  i nc lud ing  ma te r i a l  cos t
i n f l a t i on ,  acce le ra t i ng  g loba l  conso l i -
da t i on ,  emerg ing  geog raph i ca l  mar -
ke ts  and  capac i t y  i ssues  -  t oo  much
in  t he  ma tu re  marke ts  and  no t
e n o u g h  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  e c o n o m i e s .

He  a l so  i t em ised  packag ing  was te
leg i s l a t i on  and  the  b roade r  t echno -
l ogy  base  ev iden t  i n  t he  p roduc t  de -
co ra t i on  marke t ,  wh i ch  now inc ludes
s t rong  a l t e rna t i ves  t o  se l f - adhes i ve
labe l s  i nc lud ing  the  d i f f e ren t  s l eev ing
fo rma ts .  Tha t  re lease  l i ne r  rema ins  a
hea l t hy  i ndus t r y ,  he  sa id ,  i s  no t  i n
ques t i on .  A  mor ibund  marke t  wou ld
no t  a t t r ac t  t he  h igh  l eve l  o f  p r i va te
equ i t y  i n te res t  seen  today  i n  re lease
I  i  ne r .

AWA 's  sen io r  consu l t an t  E l i zabe th
Park  expanded  on  the  l abe l  marke t ' s
l u tu re .  Se l f - adhes i ve  l abe l s  a re  g row-
ing  a t  9 .9% g loba l l y .  I n  Eu rope  44%
of  consumpt ion  i s  i n  f unc t i ona l  va r i -
ab le  i n fo rma t i on  p r i n t  app l i ca t i ons  -

re ta i l ,  t r anspo r t ,  and  l og i s t i cs  -  w i t h
a f  ur ther  40a/"  in  pr imary product
l abe l s  and  the  emohas i s  on  the  food
and  beve rage ,  hea l t h  and  beau ty ,
and  oha rmaceu t i ca l  marke ts .

Th i s  i n t roduc t i on  se t  t he  scene  fo r
a ser ies of  papers f rom experts
ac ross  t he  va lue  cha in .  l s sues  i n
pape r  and  f i lm  re lease  base  were  o f
cou rse  a  ma jo r  t op i c .

Re lease  base
Ah ls t rom Mun ich  manag ing  d i rec -

to r  M ichae l  Be thge  eva lua ted  the  ro le
o f  spec ia l t y  pape r  manu fac tu re rs  i n
i nves t i ng  i n  i nnova t i on  t o  t he  bene f i t
o f  t he  se l f - adhes i ve  l abe l s tock  i ndus -
t r y .  W i th  j us t  6 -7% o f  t he  wo r ld  pape r
market ,  specia l ty  papers are at  the
beck  and  ca l l  o t  t he  b roade r  pu lp  and
pape r  marke t  and  fac ing  up  to  poss i -
b le  Ju tu re  supp l y  sho r tages ,  pa r t i cu -
l a r l y  l ong - f i b re  pu lp .

A  success fu l  f u tu re  w i l l  deoend
upon  ach iev ing  a  ba lance  be tween
produc t i on  e f f i c i ency  and  spec ia l i sa -
t i on ,  he  says ,  w i t h  raw  ma te r i a l
expe r t i se  and  supp l y  managemen t
be ing  key  fac to rs .

Paoe r  re lease  base  i s  a l so  t he
conce rn  o l  one  o f  t he  wo r ld ' s  l ead ing
fo res t  p roduc ts  g roups ,  UPM.  The
company ' s  t echno logy  manager  f o r
spec ia l t y  pape rs  Pe t r i  Tan i  h i gh -
l i gh ted  the  fo rces  d r i v i ng  re lease
pape r  qua l i t y .  Bo th  l abe l s tock  p ro -
duce rs  and  l abe l  p r i n te rs  need  to

ach ieve  h ighe r  capac i t y ,  e f f i c i ency ,
qual i ty  and cost-ef f ic iency to meet
the  demands  o f  t he  end  use r  f o r  new
innova t i ons  coup led  w i th  qua l i t y  and
cost-ef f  ic ien cy.

Re lease  l i ne r ,  he  says ,  has  a  key
ro le  t o  p lay  i n  t h i s .  As  demand  g rows
fo r  l ower -gauge  l abe l s tocks  -  de l i ve -
r i ng  more  l abe l s  pe r  ree l  f o r  r educed
on -p ress  and  d i spens ing  l i ne  down-
t ime  -  so  we  can  expec t  t o  see  the
su r face  o f  pape r  re lease  l i ne r  base
move  towards  tha t  o f  f  i lm  l i ne rs .  Th i s
b r i ngs  w i th  i t  t he  added  ab i l i t y  t o
o f f e r  l ower  s i l i cone  coa t  we igh ts  and
new ope rab i l i t y  and  d ie -cu t t i ng  p rop -
e  r t  i es .

The envi ronment
R + D technical  d i rector  for  Avery

Denn ison  Ro l l  Ma te r i a l s  Eu rooe  L i sa
Hubbard  took  the  env i ronmen ta l  D la t -
f o rm  as  he r  t op i c  and ,  w i t h  re lease
l i ne r  rep resen t i ng  some 30% o f  se l f -
adhes i ve  l abe l ,  i t  was  cen t ra l  t o  he r
p resen ta t i on .  Downgaug ing  goes
pa r t  o f  t he  way  to  p rov id ing  a  so lu -
t i on  bu t  cou ld  l i ne r l ess  l abe l s  reo re -
sen t  t he  Ho l y  Gra i l ?

Hubbard suggested that  the market
cou ld  see  rap id  change  i n  t he  nex t
f i ve  yea rs ,  and  i t  seemed  poss ib le
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t ha t  t echno log i ca l  i nnova t i on  cou ld
make  l i ne r l ess  l abe l s  a  more  accep t -
ab le  so lu t i on  i n  a renas  ou ts ide  t rack -
and - t race  and  p r i n t -on -demand

a p p l i c a t i o n s .
Much  o f  t he  i ndus t r y ' s  op t im ism

has  been  k i ck -s ta r ted  by  t he  evange -
l i sm  o f  Ca l v i n  F ros t  and  the  Channe-
led  Resou rces  g roup  o f  compan ies
fo r  p ionee r i ng  and  es tab l i sh ing  l i ne r
r e c y c l i n g . ' S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  i s  i n  a n d
was te  i s  ou t '  was  the  message  i n
F ros t ' s  pape r  a t  t he  sem ina r .

F INAT ,  t he  se l f - adhes i ve  l abe l
i ndus t r y ' s  t r ade  assoc ia t i on ,  has
been  p romo t i ng  p ro -ac t i ve  i nvo l ve -
men t  i n  was te  managemen t  w i t hou t
too  much  success  bu t  now may  be
po i sed  to  o f f e r  a  t r u l y  p rac t i ca l  so lu -
t i on ,  exp la ined  manag ing  d i rec to r
Ju les  Le jeune  as  he  ou t l i ned  the
assoc ia t i on ' s  new s i x -po in t ' g reen '
i n i t i a t i ve .

S i l i con i s i ng
Degussa  Go ldschmid t  has  recen f l y

become pa r t  o f  Evon i k  I ndus t r i es  bu t
rema ins  a  l ead ing  supp l i e r  o f  r e l ease
l i ne r  s i l i con i sa t i on  sys tems .  D r  Ph i l i p
Tomuscha t  f r om the  l abe l  i ndus t r y
team p roposed  a  new labe l s tock  l i ne r
based  on  30  m ic ron  BOPP f i lm ,  a
packag ing  i ndus t r y  commod i t y  w i t h
UV-cu r i ng  s i l i cones .

The  new re lease  l i ne r  package  i s
said to of fer  reduced cal iper  and lower
s i l i cone  coa t  we igh t ,  more  l abe l s  pe r
ree l ,  h i gh -speed  pe r fo rmance  i n  a l l
p rocess ing  s tages ,  be t te r  env i ron -
men ta l  c reden t i a l s ,  g l oba l l y -ava i l ab le
raw mater ia ls ,  and a compet i t ive pr ice.
S ince  BOPP can  be  so ld  f o r  r e -o ranu -

l a t i on  and  re -use ,  l i ne r  was te  cou ld
be  reduced  by  55% w i th  t h i s  p roduc t ,
Tomuscha t  c l a imed .

F i lm  g row th
Lopa rex  Eu rope  bus iness  d i rec to r

Dav id  Cou r tney  i nd i ca ted  pa thways
to  f u tu re  success ,  i den t i f y i ng  f i lm
l i ne rs  as  a  ma jo r  g row th  p rospec t  f o r
Europe,  perhaps not  in  PET but  maybe
in  OPP and  o the r  f i lm  g rades .

Pa r tne red  w i th  t he  g row ing  UV
cur ing  techno logy  and  so l ven t - f  r ee
s i l i cone  sys tems ,  t h i s  b road  p la t f o rm
o f  s i l i cone  re lease  sys tems  i s  some-
th ing  tha t  on l y  a  commerc ia l  s i l i -
con i se r  can  o f f e r  and  no t  j us t  f o r  t he
labe l  i ndus t r y ,  he  sa id .

Th inne r -gauge  f i lm  l i ne rs  w i t h
added -va lue  backs ide  coa t i ngs  such
as  p r i n t - recep t i ve  o r  w r i t eab le  coa t -
i ngs ,  h igh - f r i c t i on  coa t i ngs ,  cou ld
ex tend  end -use  app l i ca t i ons .  F ina l l y ,
and  pe rhaps  mos t  impor tan t l y ,  Cou r t -
ney  says  " t he  i ndus t r y  needs  a  new
re lease  base , "  and  the  i ndus t r y
sec to r  w i t h  t he  mos t  t o  ga in  f r om
deve lop ing  such  a  game-change r  i s
t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  s i l i c o n i s e r .

The  Po l y t ype  Group  has  ach ieved
an  i ndus t r y  repu ta t i on  i n  t he  l i e l d  o f
h igh -speed  s i l i con i s i ng  and  adhes i ve
coa t i ng  a t  speeds  i n  excess  o f
1000m/m in  and  th i s  t echno logy ,  as
desc r i bed  by  Re inho ld  Sehe r ,  i s  we l l
p l aced  to  ma tch  cu r ren t  advances  i n
s i l i cone  and  adhes i ve  chemis t r y .

At  the sharp end
The  l abe l  conve r te r  i s  a t  t he  sha rp

end  o f  t he  marke t  and  i n  t he  mos t
p ressu r i sed  pos i t i on  as  f a r  as  p ro f i -

t ab i l i t y  i s  conce rned .  ET I  Conve r t i ng
Equ ipmen t  t ook  th i s  s i t ua t i on  as  a
s ta r t i ng  po in t  f o r  t he i r  d i scuss ion  o f
t he  poss ib i l i t i es  o f  i n - l i ne  coa t i ng  and
s  i l i c o n  i s i n g .

"The re  i s  a  rea l  need  to  change
the  i ndus t r y  t o  he lp  conve r te rs  re ta in
marg in , "  says  ET I ' s  p res iden t
F rango i s  Bayze lon .  ET I ' s  t echno logy
plat form is  said to of fer  a qual i ty
a l t e rna t i ve  t o  pu rchas ing  ready - l am i -
na ted  l abe l s tocks ,  w i t h  bene f i t s  i n
cos t  sav ings ,  pa r t i cu la r l y  l o r  vo lume
usage  i n  f ood  and  beve rage  app l i ca -
t i o n s .

Bayze lon  p roposed  the  ET I  t ech -
no logy  p la t f o rm  as  pa r t i cu la r l y
app rop r i a te  f o r  t he  deve lop ing  geo -
g raph i ca l  marke ts  whe re  se l f - adhe -
s i ve  l abe l s tock  may  be  d i f f i cu l t  t o
a c c e s s .  F o r  i n s t a n c e , ' l a s t - m i n u t e '
l am ina t i on  cou ld  be  use fu l  i n  coun -
t r i e s  w h e r e  h i g h  h u m i d i t y  i s  a n  i s s u e .

D ie  cu t t i ng
Th in  f i lm  re lease  l i ne rs  have  the i r

advan tages  bu t  t hey  requ i re  spec ia l
ca re  i n  d ie  cu t t i ng  as  Koche r+Beck ' s
S teve  Horne  showed .

To  ach ieve  op t ima l  resu l t s  and  d ie
l i l e ,  a l l  t he  key  e lemen ts  i n  t he  p ro -
cess  have  to  be  p rec i se l y  ad jus ted
and  se t ,  w i t h  va r i ab le  anv i l  d i es  l i ke
the  company ' s  GapMas te r  o f f e r i ng
good  resu l t s .

So ,  i n  summary ,  i t  wou ld  seem
tha t ,  a f t e r  a  l eng thy  pe r i od  o f  change
and  repos i t i on ing  cha rac te r i sed  by
merge rs  and  acqu i s i t i ons  ac ross  t he
supp l y  cha in ,  some  s tab i l i t y  appea rs
to  be  re tu rn ing  to  t he  l abe l  r e l ease
l i ne r  marke t .  I

C 2 E u r o e a  - : - ' . : i  : : ' , . : : - . . 1 , a - - a . r  F e b r u a r y 0 8

European Label Market by Material

53%

a Calendered Kraft
r Clay Coated Paper
o Polyethylene Coated Paper
n Other Paper
r Film Based Release Liner

51




